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FOREWORD

‘‘The Crime of Honour Killing-A Critical Analysis of the Law in India’’
It is with great pleasure and a sense of pride that I present the foreword 

for Dr. Sulakshana Banerjee Mukherjee’s book titled ‘‘The Crime of Honour 
Killing-A Critical Analysis of the Law in India.’’ As the mentor and guide to Dr. 
Mukherjee during the PhD journey, I have witnessed her dedication, passion, and 
unwavering commitment to the pursuit of knowledge.

The issue of honour killing has plagued societies across the globe for 
far too long, and India is no exception. In this scholarly work, Dr. Mukherjee 
delves deep into the complexities surrounding this abhorrent, crime, providing 
a comprehensive and critical analysis of the existing legal framework in India. 
Through her meticulous research and thoughtful insights, she sheds legal on the 
root causes, societal norms, and gender dynamics that perpetuate this menace.

As I read the essence of the book, I am struck by the urgency of addressing 
this social evil. Dr. Sulakshana Banerjee Mukherjee’s research offers a clarion 
call to lawmakers, academicians, activities, and society at large to come together 
and take decisive action against collective efforts to challenge regressive beliefs 
and dismantle systems of oppression.

I have no doubt that this book will serve as a significant contribution to 
the academic discourse on gender issues and legal reforms. It is my fervent 
hope that her insights and recommendations will resonate with policymakers 
and advocates, igniting a call for action to eradicate this deeply rooted societal 
malady.

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to Dr. Sulakshana Banerjee Mukherjee  
for converting her Ph.D thesis into this impactful book. Her dedication to 
researching and presenting this critical issue is commendabl, and i am confident 
that her work will inpire further scholarly inquiry and foster positive change.

I sincerely recommend ‘‘The Crime of Honour Killing – A Critical Analysis 
of the Law in India’’ to all those seeking a deeper understanding of this pressing 
societal issue and a commitment to building a more just and equitable world.
 With Warm Regards

 S. Shanthakumar
Koba, Gandhinagar-382426, Gajarat, India

Phone:  +91-79-2327 6951/52  Email:  vc@gnlu.ac.in  Website:  www.gnlu.ac.in

Prof. (Dr.) S. Shanthakumar
Director Gujarat National Law University

Gandhinagar
Gandhinagar, Wednesday, 

26 July 2023 Dir/GB/231/2023





 
Preface

This Book is created to create consciousness and to make people realize 
that there is no “Honour” in killing a life, rather it is a great “Dishonour” to 
be a part of such heinous crime in the name of caste and religion. The issue 
of ‘honour killings’ is coming to the forefront as lots of cases are getting 
reported diurnally. The shocking part is, the family members of the victims 
are reluctant to visit the court and take no interest in punishing the offenders. 
Moreover, after killing their own biological daughter or son-in law the entire 
clan feels gratified and relaxed. 

The high number of honour killings in India are not only a replication 
of the prevailing unembellished religious and caste-based disunions in 
Indian society but also an indicator of deep-rooted patriarchal edifices which 
continue to control women’s autonomy and decision-making. Ultimately, all 
honour killings impose a hierarchy of status and are often used to signal caste 
supremacy to other communities. Passing a law that criminalizes mental and 
physical harassment, criminal intimidation, and other forms of violence that 
often precede an honour killing would acknowledge the particular motive 
behind the public violence against those whose marriages and romantic 
lives are deemed socially unacceptable. New legislation would also aid 
data collection, promote greater police accountability, provide protection to 
couples in danger, and pressure authorities to act quickly and decisively.

This Book will be useful for both the Law and Humanities students. Also, 
for students interested in curbing social tribulations. The Book is written in a 
very simple and lucid language for a clear and better understanding.

 Dr. Sulakshana Banerjee Mukherjee



I am thankful to God who looks after me, my parents, my friends, my 
students and my well-wishers for their constant support and love. I am really 
grateful to my husband Mr. Ananda Mukherjee for his relentless support and 
kind assistance.

I would like to express my special appreciation and thanks to my 
honourable and esteemed Supervisor, (Prof). Dr. Sanjeevi Shantha Kumar 
Sir, Director and Vice Chancellor Gujarat National Law University for being 
so kind, generous and supportive advisor all through my book writing. His 
priceless and inspiring teachings will be etched in my mind forever. His 
innovative ideas, consistent encouragement and his continuous enthusiasm 
for research motivated and inspired me a lot to complete this book. The work 
would not have reached its presents shape without his active involvement, 
encouraging creativity, imagination and constant motivation. Words won’t 
be adequate to articulate my indebtedness to him and this work is just a short 
treatise of his immense knowledge of the subject.

Heartiest thanks to Soham Mukherjee, Aditi & Ritam Banerjee the 
source of my immense joy and creativity. 

Thanks to Sultan Chand & Sons Publishers, New Delhi for making my 
dream real.

Last but not the least, I also want to thank every single person whoever 
says, “You have to read this book!”

 Dr. Sulakshana Banerjee Mukherjee
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